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Laura Zanfrini

The Challenge of Migration 
in a Janus-Faced Europe

Demonstrates how tensions embedded in the EU project shape responses to 
migrants and refugees

Offers original insights into to the paradoxes of migration policies in Europe 
by emphasizing the importance of legacies of the post war period

Examines how policy legacies affect second generation migrants and 
policymaking at both national and local levels

Argues that understanding this ingrained ambivalence must be the first step 
to tackling present-day migration issues, creating a sustainable management 
of migration flows and maintaining social cohesion and democracy

Analyses migration governance in a broad range of European countries includi

This book critically investigates the origins and consequences of the Janus-faced character of 
attitudes and policies towards migrants that seek to penetrate “Fortress Europe”. Beginning 
with an examination of its founding ambitions, it locates the roots of an ingrained ambivalence 
in the legacies of the post-war period and the unresolved tension between theeconomicism of 
the European approach to labour migration and the philosophy of rights and solidarity 
embedded in the EU project. It highlights how the formalization of citizenship rights has 
produced both formal pathways towards inclusion for migrants and, in their selective eligibility 
criteria, exclusive systems of civic stratification. The author links this oscillation between 
positions of closure and openness to the paradoxical trade-offs in migration policies, in 
particular labour market integration, demonstrated through unequal labour market outcomes, 
lower social mobility and educational attainments. The issues faced by migrants’ offspring in 
Europe are examined as paradigmatic of the struggle to balance competing calls for both 
pluralism and uniformity: to create a diverse society that can also project a homogenous 
collective identity.
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