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Resilient democracies, unfulfilled citizenships?
Governance, environment, and climate justice in the Global South at COP 30

deadline: March 15, 2026

The international journal Latin American Visions (Edizioni Universita di Trieste, Italy) invites
original and unpublished papers that offer a critical and reasoned reflection from the perspective of the
social sciences and humanities on:

Resilient democracies, unfulfilled citizenships? Governance, environment, and climate justice in
the Global South at COP 30

In recent years, experiences of institutional defense of democracy have grown stronger, both in the
Global South and in some regions of the North. The latter seems to be increasingly happening in contexts
marked by serious political and constitutional crises. In Brazil, for example, the Judiciary and Superior
Courts played a decisive role in containing the January 2023 coup attempt. Remaining in South America,
but among its Spanish speaking countries, in Colombia the Constitutional Court has repeatedly curbed
authoritarian tendencies and contained executive power, reaffirming constitutional principles and civil
rights. Looking more broadly, similar dynamics can be observed in other contexts of the global South: in
Kenya, the Supreme Court annulled the 2017 presidential elections due to serious irregularities; in India,
between 2018 and 2020, legal and civil opposition to the Citizenship Amendment Act highlighted the
ability of some courts to uphold fundamental rights; in South Africa, between 2021 and 2022, the judicial
system maintained its autonomy by criminally prosecuting former President Jacob Zuma. Even in
countries traditional democracies of the so-called Western core, such as the cases of the United States
and Poland, similarly significant episodes of institutional resilience have occurred. Nonetheless, in many
parts of the world, we are witnessing the parallel rise of openly authoritarian or semi-authoritarian
regimes that limit public participation and criminalize social and environmental opposition.

These institutional dynamics are not separated from environmental issues, but are profoundly
connected to them. Indeed, the management of both the climate crisis and energy transitions
increasingly occurs in contexts of shrinking democratic spaces, where decisions are entrusted to
technocratic elites, concentrated economic powers, or authoritarian apparatuses. What is at stake is not
only the content of climate policies, but their process of formation: who decides, with what tools, and
with what social legitimacy. It is in this sense that the environment becomes one of the new frontiers
of democratic conflict, a litmus test of the quality and limits of political participation in the 21st
century.

Brazil, which will host COP 30 in Belém do Para in 2025, today represents an emblematic testing
ground for exploring the possibility of building a true environmental democracy. After years of
institutional crisis and accelerating extractivism, the combination of a renewed federal government
leadership, the strengthening of judicial mechanisms, and the emergence of social and territorial
coalitions for climate justice opens up unprecedented testing grounds. However, profound tensions
remain between international rhetoric, economic interests, and structural constraints that hinder the full
implementation of an inclusive energy and ecological transition. Therefore, some key questions arise:

Will Brazil be able to transform this global event into an opportunity to broaden the scope for
participation, the recognition of people's rights, and the reform of institutional practices?

Or will it remain trapped in the vertical and centralized logics that have limited democratic
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environmental action in the global South for decades?

Starting from this complex scenario, the Journal Visioni LatinoAmericane invites reflection on the tensions

between institutional resilience and democratic disruptions in the environmental, climate, and energy fields.
Contributions exploring:

- the role of institutional actors (judiciary, constitutional courts, judicial systems, etc.) in defending
democracy and socio-ecological rights are welcome;

- emerging practices of participation and environmental citizenship;

- the demaocratic contradictions inherent in technologically and capitalist-intensive energy transitions;

- forms of resistance and democratic reinvention in local communities, urban peripheries, and
indigenous and popular movements;

- comparisons between countries of the Global South and other regions (United States, European
Union, China, BRICS), particularly with reference to the case of Brazil.
Theoretical, empirical, and comparative essays are welcome, with interdisciplinary approaches and

sensitive to the connection between social justice, climate justice, and democratic strengthening.

Essays on open topics are also welcome.

The proposed text must be written carefully following the editorial guidelines (For authors) listed on the
journal's website (www.visionilatinoamericane.com; https://www.openstarts.units.it/handle/10077/4947)
and using the template. See also Policies, Ethical guidelines.

All articles will be checked for plagiarism and subjected to double-blind international peer review. By
submitting, the author declares that the essays are original and unpublished and attaches a consent form.

Languages: Spanish, Portuguese, English, and Italian.

The deadline for articles, between 6,000 and 7,000 words, is March 15, 2026, in Word format
(point 12). An abstract of no more than 50 words must be included in Italian, English, and Spanish,
along with 5 keywords in Italian, English, and Spanish. The essay should be sent to:
info@visionilatinoamericane.com.

Visioni LatinoAmericane publishes original and unpublished works in the field of social and human sciences, concerning
in particular sociology, ethno-anthropology, education, history, social and health policies, law and social work. Adopts an
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary perspective in the study of Latin America and the Caribbean in their relationships with
Europe (with Italy in particular) and with the rest of the world.

The magazine, as stated in its editorial ethical guidelines declaration, opposes and condemns any action of plagiarism, falsification
and alteration of data, paying the utmost attention to the scientific quality of the articles and to the verification of originality, also through
the use of Turnetin software. Adopts international double-blind review. The responsibility for what is written lies exclusively with the
Author and does not bind the Journal Director and the Editor, who may intervene to correct what has been erroneously published also
upon reporting by the authors and readers.

Visioni LatinoAmericane is a biannual scientific magazine published by Eut Edizioni Universita di Trieste (Italy).
Participates in the initiatives of the European Council for Social Research in Latin America (Ceisal) and Latindex. It is an
international, open access publication. It does not charge authors costs for reviewing and publishing the article, nor readers
for consultation and downloading.
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